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77ze Allegations of Extremism and Terrorism against Religious Institutions 
d)}j> f^j 


Abstract: 

"An analysis of the allegations of extremism and terrorism against 
religious institutions (Madrasas)". The priceless sendees done by 
the religious scholars for the preservation and uplift of religious 
and Islamic values in the subcontinent are indelible and 
unforgettable chapter of history. They geared up progress of 
religious institutions and the tilt of people towards them of the 
increasingly charming trend. The Heathen world is afraid of the 
emerging strongholds of Islam. The repercussions of this trend on 
society are becoming more and more prominent with the march of 
time. They are striving for the preservation and identity of the 
Islamic characteristics. After i/) i incidents, the west is unable to 
understand how to detach the religious institutions from the 
embedded Islamic social in tegrity. The western media and foreign 
funded rulers have been endeavoring hard to defame religious 
institutions through there venomous propaganda against them. All 
this is visible to everyone. There is no parallel of the religious 
institutions educational boards (Wcifciqs) in and outside the 
country even no such example is present in the whole Islamic 
world as well as in the subcontinent. Besides other baseless 
allegations, religious institutions are branded as terrorists and 
extremists. The west and America are much worried about the 
Islamic educational institutions and the Holy war (Jihad). The 
article encompasses the opinions of the regions as well as secular- 
apostles. In a nutshell, all the allegations of extremism and 
terrorism are not only baseless but just a propaganda. 
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Pervez Musharraf, Pakistan's military ruler, calls them "freedom fighters" and 
admonishes the West no to confuse jihad with terrorism. Musharraf is right about 
the distinction - the jihad doctrine delineates acceptable war behavior and 
explicitly outlaws terrorism. < ° > 
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In the 1980S, Pakistani dictator General Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq promoted the 

Madrasahs . At the time, many madrasahs were finaced by the 

Zakat. C> 
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These schools encourage their graduates, who often cannot find work because of 
their lack of practical education, to fulfill their "Spiritual obligations" by fighting 
against Hindus in Kashmir or against Muslims of other sects in Pakistan. (V> 
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The most important contribution the United States can make, then, is to help 

strengthen Pakistan's secular education system.Moreover, assisting 

Pakistan will make the world a safer place.U) 
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"Pakistan's Madrassahs: Ensuring J\Z*i}lfi (J^*f**ly^y 

System of Education not Jihad" 

The present danger is that a minority of these schools have built extremely close 
ties with redical militant groups and pay a critical role in sustaining the 
international terrorist network. Madrassahs' displacement of a public education 
system is also worrisome to the stability of the Pakistani state and its future 
economic prospects. (1) 
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These schools teach a distorted view of Islam. Hatred is permissible, jihad allows 
the murder of innocent civilians including other Muslim men, women and 
children and the new heroes are terrorists. Martyrdom through suicide attacks is 
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also extolled. Many of the radical religious school also including weapons and 
physical training in their regimen, a swell as weekly lessons on political 
speechmaking (where anti-American rhetoric is memorized). The students are 
uneducated, young, dependent on the schools, and cut off from contact with their 
parents for years at a time, and thus highly susceptible to being programmed 
towards violence. k) 
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The Madrassahs provide a common pool of protesters, the thousands of students 
themselves, who are brought to oppose the Pakistani government on almost any 
issue, ranging from support for the US to new tases on small businesses. ( " > 
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The graduate of most Madrassahs have no acquaintance with needed subjects like 

economics, science or computing.the school produce a stream of 

unemployed young men, wholly dependent on the support of others. They have 
skills only to be imams or assistant at mosques. (,Y) 
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Any direct operation against the schools themselves cloud undermine the 
military's unity and, hence, its role as a bulwark of the secular Pakistani 
state 1 ^.following the successful models of other Muslim states such as Jordan, 
government-supported Alia Madrassahs can be established. Such schools teach 
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the tenets of Islam, but also impart something beyond the solely traditional 
curriculum, providing education in mathematics, economics ctc. r V) 
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To succeed in countering the negative influence of those madrassahs, which have 
been hijacked by extremists, the US must provide dedicated aid to education 
reform efforts/ U) 
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Some of the suicide bombers who exploded the bombs on the London transport 
system in July were educated in Pakistani madreasas. 
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Madrasas in Pakistan continue to be a major source and inspiration for global 
terrorism as has been once again brought out by the July V terror in London's 
underground railways. Three young Britons of Pakistani origin, who were 
believed to be behind this attack, had visited Pakistan for three to four months. (n) 
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Some fundamentalist parties insist on running madreasas with outdated anti-social 
syllabus. This syllabus as also the repeatedly emphasized fact that they were 
living on alms cannot produce self-respecting citizens. The inferiority complex 
they acquire during their stay in madrasas gives them a feeling of revenge. And 
this feeling is exploited by terror lords. ( ' V) 
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The second part of the educational system is made up of several thousand 
Mudrassahs that provide education to a million or so young people. The graduates 
of these institutions cannot find jobs in the market, they can only teach in the 
institutions from which they graduate or go to the mosques and lead prayers and 
give sermons, or join the groups educational system simply feeds on itself and has 
become part of what we may call the Islamic Pakistan. 1 ”' 
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The Madrassahs should be allowed to function only if they adopt the state- 
approved curriculum and use the state-approved textbooks and employ teachers 
trained in certified institutions. Otherwise they should simply be closed.'” 1 
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Until 11 V “\ f when the soviet troops entered Afghanistan, Pakistan had 
only iV* madrasas. These madrasas taught sectarian hatred but there were no 
reports of militancy training by them until Gen Zia-ul-Haq joined hands with US- 
led forces against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan. Under Gen Zia, their numbers 
began multiplying fast with the financial and weapon support from the ISI and 
foreigners including the united states and Saudi Arabia. Drug money played a 
major role in the funding of these madrasas. America, Britain and other countries 
encouraged young Muslims from all over the world to come to Pakistan's 
madrasas for military training, Jehadi indoctrination and terrorist activities. There 
are reports that the British Government itself encouraged !">*** Muslim Britons 
to join jihad in Afghanistan. After war they returned to Britain with their 
experience in jihad (r,) 
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